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     KNIGHTLY NEWS 
St.  Mary’s  Catholic  School   

Important Dates & 
Upcoming Events: 

FEB 23 - KC Fish Fry & Sta-
tions of the Cross every Friday 
during the Lenten Season 

FEB 26 - ACRE tests (5th-8th) 

FEB 28 - 3rd/4th to Jr. League 
Play at 11AM at SH 

FEB 28 - 1st/2nd/5th to Jr. 
League Play at 1 PM at SH 

MAR 1 - Kindergarten to Jr. 
League Play at 9AM at SH 

MAR 2 - PSIA at SMS - NO 
SCHOOL IN SESSION 

MAR 4 - Reconciliation Service 
& Sac. Formation WS EC-1 

MAR 5 - Flower Sales Begin 

MAR 6 - Home & School Mtg. 

MAR 7 - Manners Meal 

MAR 8 - Dr. Suess Lunch 

MAR 8 - East Texas Regional 
Science Fair at Kilgore College 

MAR 9 - NO BREAKFAST 
CLUB MEETING 

MAR 12—16 - SPRING 
BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

MAR 12-16 - Right to Life 
Garage Sale in Gym 

MAR 20 - FF Sac. Formation 
Assessment Readiness 

MAR 21 - K to Safety City 

MAR 22 - Parish Reconcilia-
tion Service at 6PM 

MAR 25 - FF Sac. Formation 
Assessment 

MAR 27– Track Meet at TK 
Gorman in Tyler 

MAR 31 - 2007 STAMPEDE 

APR 1 - Sac. Form. WS R-2 

APR 5 - Stations of the Cross 
@ 2 PM outdoors 

APR 6 - GOOD FRIDAY—No 
School 

APR 8 - EASTER 

Dear School Families, 

Time for some Spring cleaning!  
Jesus asks us to “love one an-
other as I have loved you.”  
John 15:12   Take a fresh look 
at your own life and your house-
hold…Are you loving as God has 
loved you?  Loving as God loves 
is the key to real happiness in 
this life. 

As we journey through Lent, let 
us make real progress at loving 
as Jesus has loved us.  Take a 
little time to pray about what 
you can do, with the help of 
God’s grace, to clean up those 
bad habits that have slipped 
into your life.  Discuss in your 
home what you can do together 
to make your home a more 
pleasant place to live. 

For nearly 2,000 years, prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving have 
helped Christians to love a little 

more.  They will help transform 
your life and your family’s life.  
Of course, they have to be put 
into practice.  There are count-
less opportunities to embrace 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  
Fortunately, we don’t have to do 
everything at once. But we really 
should begin doing something 
each day.  Maybe each week of 
Lent you and your family can add 
a little more discipline to your 
lives as disciples.  The most im-
portant thing is that we really do 
choose to put love into action this 
Lent…beginning with the people 
that we live with and associate 
with.  The more you embrace 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving  

Take Time to Clean Up Those Bad Habits  
March 2007 

earthly bodies will return to ashes, but our 
life in Heaven lasts forever. I hope that re-
flection on our sins and the need for repen-
tance will help us to 
experience the 
power that flows 
from Jesus' cross. 

In His light,   

Amy 

Dear Households of Faith: 

As we enter into this Lenten journey to-
gether, I encourage you to reflect on the 
ashes we all received on Ash Wednes-
day. To ancient Jews sitting in ashes was 
a sign of repentance and humility. This is 
why the early Church adopted the prac-
tice of wearing ashes at the start of Lent 
to show repentance, too. The ashes also 
remind us that we are all mortal. Our 

Lent: Ashes Remind Us of Our Mortality 

SPRING BREAK IS COMING! 
Please, mark your calendars for Spring Break 2007. 
School will not be in 
session for both stu-
dents and staff during 
the week of March 12-
16. Students should 
return to school Mon-
day, March 19 on time 
and ready to work.  

www.stmaryslgv.org 

each day of the week, the more 
you will find yourself happy and 
ready for Sunday Mass. 

I pray you and yours experi-
ence a blessed journey toward 
the happiness of Easter. 

Fr. Gavin 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The Manners Meal for this nine weeks will be 
Wednesday, March 7.  Parent volunteers are 
needed to set-up, clean, and assist the students. 
Upper grade kids will help serve this time. Serving 
volunteers are needed starting at 10:45 AM until 
around 1:00PM. Please join us for this fun event. 

The March Home and School meeting will be 
Tuesday, March 6 at 3:45PM in the library. Dis-

cussion will 
include upcom-
ing service hour 
projects and 
events includ-
ing Stampede, 
Flower Sales, 

and the Spring Barbeque (in April). After School 
Care (ASC) is provided by the Home and School 
Association during the meeting. Please send a 
note to school with your kids that day if you'd 
like them to go to ASC for the meeting. 

STAMPEDE is Saturday, March 31at the school. 
This is our annual 10K, 5K and one mile fun run. 
It's a great community event. Contact Judy Weeks 
at 758-7686 for information or to volunteer.  

The Breakfast Club meeting for room parents, 
Home and School committee members and par-
ents has been cancelled in March. All agenda 
items will be discussed at the Home and School 
meeting on Tuesday, March 6 at 3:45PM. 

SMS Home and School Association has another 
event filled month planned around Spring Break. 

Spring Flower Sales start the week of March 5. 
Flowers and plants ordered will be delivered by the 
end of March. These beautiful spring flowers are 
sold at market price--our profit comes from the hard 
work of our students and volunteers. The goal of 
Home and School sales is to offer items our school 
families would normally buy. We hope you'll buy 
your garden flowers from SMS this year and en-
courage family, friends, and neighbors to buy, too. 

Coca-Cola products will not be sold in March due 
to Spring Break. Order forms will be available 
again in April for those who wanting to purchase. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD: Mrs. Daniels is 
doing wind experiments, studying worms, 
phone numbers, addresses, and reading books 
by Eric Carle. Other lessons this semester have 
included healthy eating, the 100th day of 
school, dental health, shadows and vibrations, 
the Spanish culture and voting. Mrs. Mach’s 
class is talking about Lent, studying their Let-
terland lessons and A-Z books, learning about 
graphs, measuring, whole and parts, Black 
History and African American studies, and 
scientific observations. Her class enjoyed the 
100 day celebration, Valentine’s Day, and 
Mardi Gras thanks to her great room parents. 

KINDERGARTEN: Mrs. Moore and Mrs. 
Voorhees classes have learned about our great 
state of Texas, measurements of height, 
weight, and capacity through hands-on experi-
ments, and they are planning a trip to Safety 
City on March 21 at 9 AM. 

FOURTH GRADE: Mrs. Brashear’s class 
showed their excitement about their school 

through their poetry studies this semester. 
The students chose the theme “Catholic 
Schools are Cool” to write about St. Mary’s. 

ONE ACT PLAY: The cast, crew, and di-
rectors continue to rehearse for the PSIA One 
Act Play Competition. Look for details on 
performances soon. 

JR. LEAGUE PLAY: Kindergarten through 
5th grade will be attending the play 
“Alexander and the Terrible Horrible No 
Good Very Bad Day” on 
February 28 and March 1 
at the Spring Hill Audito-
rium. See the calendar on 
page 1 for dates and times. 

UPPER EL (6th-8th): Mrs. Kubicek would 
like to thank everyone who supported the 
StuCo project “Valentine’s Day Express”. 
Mrs. Kottwitz, Mr. Hanna, Mrs. Ross, the 
office staff, and those who gave generous 
donations made the day a huge success. 

Mrs. Dohanich will be administering the 
ACRE test to 5th –8th grades the week of 
Feb. 26. Grades 2-8 will be following the 
“Totally Lent” curriculum. Sacrifice dur-
ing Lent will be carried out by collecting 
daily snack money for Catholic Relief 
Services to send to children in Africa 
which was motivated by the student’s 
desire to “make a difference”. The Living 
Stations of the Cross will be Holy Thurs-
day, April 5, at 2:00 PM outdoors. 

MARDI GRAS MADNESS: Preparation 
began Friday, Feb. 16 with mask making 
and float decorating for the big parade. 
Thanks to our fabulous room mothers and 
parent helpers for all their hard work on 
this project! On Fat Tuesday classes en-
joyed King Cake. Kings and Queens led 
their Krewe and float in the Mardi Gras 
Parade in the gym. Photos on page 4.  

STATE PSIA: May 5 at Texas Christian 
University in Fort Worth, Texas . 

SPRING RELAYS 
APRIL 12th! 

Support your SMS Knights by volunteering to 
help! See Coach Knotts, Athletic Director,  for 
service opportunities. Concession stand work-
ers, ACS certified drivers to events, and SMS 
representatives to work various competitions 
at the Spring Relays are great ways to earn 
service hours and support our student athletes . 

Our Mighty Knight basketball teams 
competed well this year in the Christian 
School Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment. The Boy’s team place 1st in the 
Consolation bracket and the Girl’s 
Team placed 3rd in the Championship 
bracket! 

TRACK & FIELD: SMS athletes are 
in training for meets at T.K. Gorman in 
Tyler on February 22nd and March 
27th. Results in April newsletter. 

Home & School Association “Springs” Into Action!    

Extracurricular Activities Keep Knights Busy  

SMS Athletes Continue Training for Next Season 
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2006-07 Basketball 
Scoreboard 

BOYS- “B” team broke even, 
“A” team brought home CSAC  
Tournament trophy 

GIRLS - “B” team broke even,  
“A” team undefeated in sea-
son, brought home CSAC 
Tournament trophy 



 

 

 

Character Counts at SMS! 
MARCH                            

CHARACTER TRAIT:      
Responsibility                     

THEOLOGICAL VIRTUE:                 
Prudence 

SAINT OF THE MONTH:                                 
St. Joseph                 

March 19: Husband of                       
Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke portray Joseph as the protector of Mary, 
gentle and strong. From the ancestry of Jesus we know Joseph was de-
scended from the House of King David. Other passages in scripture call 
him a just man, meaning Joseph was law-abiding and holy. Still other 
events in the bible show how Joseph was obedient and trustworthy. As the 
husband of Mary, mother of Jesus, he guarded and lovingly protected both 
mother and child during the flight to Egypt and the return to Nazareth. St. 
Joseph is celebrated on two feast days: March 19 (Husband of the Blessed 
Virgin) and May 1 (St. Joseph, the worker). Joseph is the patron saint of the 
Church, fathers, carpenters, happy death, bursars, artisans, manual workers, 
prayer life, house hunting, the poor, priests, those in authority, religious, 
travelers, devotion to Mary, and the countries of Austria, Mexico, Canada, 
Bohemia, Belgium, Peru, South Vietnam, and the Chinese missions.  

Each Friday, except the first 
Friday of the month, stu-
dents are recognized for 
their achievements or to 
celebrate their birthday. 
Due to holidays and space 
limitations in past  few 
newsletters, some awards 
for the last few months have not been pub-
lished. To catch up on recognizing everyone, 
those who have not been mentioned are in-
cluded in the “Student of the Month” and 
award lists below:  

EARLY CHILDHOOD: Elijah Klaus, 
Luke Guarisco, Christian Benitez, Chris-
tina Ponce, Kennadi Mattheis, and Lluvia 
Marquez.                                                        
KINDERGARTEN: Michael Carney, Noah 
Williams, Olivia Dunn and Natalie Owen.       
1ST GRADE: Daniel Garcia, and Paxton 
Tucker.                                                                 
2ND GRADE: Daniel Moore, and Ciara 
Minchew.                                                               
3RD GRADE: Anna Dohanich and Caitlin 

Guilliams.  

4TH GRADE: Ashley Malen, and Hunter 
Hitz.                                                                   
5TH GRADE: Andrew Garcia, and 
Greeshma Thomas.                                                  
6TH GRADE: Matthew Malen, Reshma 
Thomas, and Cookie Guck.                                       
7TH GRADE: Hugo Casteneda, and Lil-
ianna Marrufo.                                                       
8TH GRADE: Scottie Knotts, and Rachel 
Stavinoha.  

FINE ARTS STARS OF THE MONTH: 
(January Choir) - Rachel Deller, Paxton 
Tucker, Ciara Minchew, McKenzie 
Fontenot, Hannah Dunn, Conrad Deller, 
Molli Weeks, Ashleigh Malen, Kristen Bar-
ton, Monica Smith, Nicole Taylor, John 
Collard, and Catherine Green; (February 
Choir) - Eden Ward, Jenric Melendez, 
Abrianna Lucio, Jordan Collard, Molli 
Weeks, Trevor Ligon, Zach Williams, and 
Lauren Ferguson. (January Art) - Maria 
Medrano. 

ATHLETES OF THE MONTH: Victoria 
Ross and Hugo Castaneda. 

AR STARS: (January) Paxton Tucker 
(1st), Eric Eaton & Mary McQuaid (2nd), 
Nathan Williams (3rd), Ashleigh Malen 
(4th), Austin Dickson (5th), Laura 
Noriega (6th), Hugo Castaneda (7th), and 
Madeline Smith (8th); (February)  

LOCAL SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS (by 
grade): Grace Farrow, Myra Owen, & 
Kristen Barton (5th); Zach Williams, 
Jane Aira Melendez, & Cookie Guck 
(6th); Stephen Webb, Chelsy Floyd, & 
Dalton McElroy (7th); Scottie Knotts, 
Rachel Stavinoha, & Lindsey Redman 
(8th). Additional competitors will include 
Madeline Smith, Victoria Ross, & Jenni-
fer Boudreau. These students will represent 
SMS at the East Texas Regional Science 
Fair at Kilgore College on March 8. The 
teachers would like to thank the parents for 
their support to make these science projects 
such a great educational experience. 

Quick Notes On Procedures & General Information 
Spirit T-shirts are for sale (on a first 
come basis) for $12.00. Spirit items are 
sold in the office along with the tradi-
tional school crest sweatshirts.       
PRINCIPAL REMINDERS: 1. Please 
be courteous and follow all parking lot 
rules for safety of our students. 2. Stu-
dents with a fever over 100 degrees, 
vomiting, or diarrhea may not come to 
school until free of symptoms for 24 
hours. Prescribed antibiotics must be 
taken for 24 hour before returning to 
school. Contagious students should not 
be at school passing illness to class-
mates or their teachers. 3. Unless you 

call the school office or send a note 
when your child is ill or has a medical 
appointment, their attendance be an 
unexcused absence or tardy. 4. Elec-
tronic devices are prohibited on campus 
unless permission is sought by parents 
for extenuating circumstances. Cell 
phones, MP3 players, pagers, digital 
cameras, etc. will be confiscated by the 
staff and returned only to parents.                                                  
ENRICHMENT FEE: The new name 
for the supply fee better reflects how 
your $10 monthly fee is spent. Fees are 
used throughout campus to enrich all 
areas of curriculum for all students.                     

YELLOW STATEMENTS: The yellow 
sheets attached on the front of some 
billing statements this month shows 
any amount on account that is owed 
from previous months. The white state-
ment reflects only the current fees due. 
UNIFORM SOCKS: Mrs. Jackie Sailor 
wanted to announce that a new supply 
of uniform socks arrived in all sizes 
including the new addition of an XL 
size for those grown-up size teen feet! 
All socks are $3.00 per pair after the 
initial 5 pairs issued at enrollment.        
HOODIES: Only a few adult sizes are 
left of the spirit hoodies. The 06-07 
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SMS Students Continue to “Shine” in the Winter Months! 



 

 

 

11th ANNUAL ST. MARY’S 

STAMPEDE 
Saturday, March 31                                 

8 AM at the Parish Center 
Registration/Packet Pick-Up 6:30 AM  

5K, 10K & 1 MILE RUNS - ALL AGES! 

MOVE IT! TIME IS RUNNING OUT!  REGISTER NOW!                  

Photographs by Heather Ross 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATIONS           

PSIA COMPETITION: FRIDAY, MARCH 2  

Financial Assistance application packets for 
2007-08 are due Friday, March 23 with the 
registration fee. Families on financial assis-
tance must reapply each year. All awards are 
needs based for those who qualify. The paper-
work is available in the school office. 

Remember, NO SCHOOL on March 2 so St. 
Mary’s School can host this year’s Private 
School Interscholastic Association competition! 
Information about entry fees was sent home 
with the competitors in each event. For ques-
tions, please see Tammy Mach. 

Volunteers needed as 
course monitors and 

event helpers!                    
Earn service hours! 

MARDI GRAS 2007 celebrated at St. Mary’s School on Tuesday, February 20 was a great party for all involved. The 
8th grade class reigned supreme as the honored Kings and Queens, and each class paraded with decorated floats. 



 
 News From the St. Mary’s Parish Ministries Team 

HONDURAS MISSION TRIP PLANNED... 
Is this the year for you to practice your Spanish while on a mission trip in 
Honduras? During the trip this year we will be living with families in vari-
ous sectors of the parish. This summer, from June 6 to June 13, mission 
teams will be visiting homes, teaching 
people how to make a string rosary, 
participating in community meetings, 
and experiencing local prayer ser-

vices. To learn more about this opportunity to serve, plan to 
attend a discussion meeting on Saturday, March 3rd , 2007 in 
room 301 of the Parish Center. For more information, please 
call Ralph Guidroz with the Evangelization Office at 903-
757-5893, Ext. 304. 

SACRAMENT FORMATION INFORMATION…Blue Wilson, FFL 
 
It has been over a year now since the implementation of the change in the practice of the Celebration 
of the Sacraments under the direction of our Bishop’s Pastoral Reflection on the Sacrament of Con-
firmation. This document can be read online—http://www.dioceseoftyler.org/documents/
Confirmation_document_2.pdf.  The changes effect all children who have not celebrated the Sac-
raments of Confirmation and/or First Eucharist. All children seven years old and older who have not 
celebrated these Sacraments can begin formation process by contacting the Faith Formation Office. 
 
There are three Sacrament Formation Teams: one for First Reconciliation, one for Confirmation, and 
one First Eucharist. Collectively the teams provide the existing program that includes monthly work-
shops for the families to use as tools to properly prepare their children to celebrate these Sacraments. 
  
The process can be entered at any time and begins with the child and the parent filling out the peti-
tion. This is not just a paper to sign, but a commitment to prayer, to encourage each other to grow in 
holiness, and to learn more about one’s faith. A copy of the Baptismal certificate and candidate in-
formation sheet is also to be submitted with the petition. The names of the candidates, upon being 
accepted, are put on a list so the community can pray for them and their families as they are in the 
process of formation. 

  
Outside of Sacrament Formation workshops these candidates 
should be receiving catechesis on the 15 goals through a Catholic 
School, Sunday School, or Faith Formation program for two year-
long cycles. If formation is done at home an assessment of the 
curriculum is necessary. Materials are available from the Faith 
Formation Office to assist parents with home schooling. 
  
The workshops are intergenerational and are open to anyone 
wanting to learn more about these Sacraments. The candidates 
being formed to celebrate sacraments should attend with their 
families and/or sponsor.                            Continued on back... 



 
The Bishop encourages 10-12 
months of monthly reconciliation as 
a family before the candidate cele-
brates the Sacraments of Confirma-
tion and First Eucharist. A few 
months before the Confirmation/First 
Eucharist Mass there is an Assess-
ment of Readiness. This is an oppor-
tunity for the candidate to affirm 
their desire for the Sacraments, as 
well as to reflect on and communi-
cate why the Sacraments are impor-
tant and what these gifts mean to 
their life in Christ. A reflection paper 
is to be submitted at the Assessment 
of Readiness. When it is determined 
that the candidates are prepared with 
an appropriate understanding of the 
Sacraments, they may then be regis-
tered a month before a particular sac-
ramental celebration date. 
  
Sometimes change can seem daunt-
ing, or even a little scary.  A few 
ideas that keep things in perspective 
for me are that the sacraments are 
from Jesus Christ, and the grace 
from the sacraments is very real. An 
infant doesn’t have to have an adult 
understanding of Baptism to enter 
into Christian life. A eight-year-old 
doesn’t have to have a sixteen-year-
old understanding of Confirmation 
for it to strengthen the grace they 
received from Baptism. Formation 
and continued growth in holiness is a 
lifelong process. Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist) mark the beginning of our 
lives as Christians. It is up to us to 
seek opportunities to further our un-
derstanding of the Sacraments 
through prayer, discipleship, and 
continued lifelong faith formation.  
 
I would love to visit about this topic, 
so please feel free to contact me at 
903.757.5855 Ext.305. or 
(vwilson@stmaryslgv.org) 


